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BIOGRAPHY

Marc LeMay (b. Birmingham, AL, 1982) is a composer, arranger, musician, and educator currently
living and working in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he earned his Master of Arts in Composition
from the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre, and Dance in 2010.

Marc writes with a spirit of ecstasy and intensity, humor and indulgence. His music has been
performed in concert halls, clubs, and theatres throughout the United States, including New York,
Chicago, Philadelphia, Ann Arbor, and Birmingham, as well as a recent performance in Munich,
Germany.

In his youth, Marc was heavily involved in the theatre community of Birmingham, working as an
actor, stage manager, assistant director, and sound designer. He meanwhile taught himself guitar,
wrote dozens of songs, and played them in venues around the city. In 2003, he decided to pursue a
degree in Music Technology at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, with the intent of
learning how to record his own music. He began composing while a member of the UAB Jazz
Combo and the UAB Computer Music Ensemble, writing new pieces for both ensembles. This
soon led to him writing concert music and deciding to pursue graduate studies in composition at the
University of Michigan.

In line with his background in theatre, Marc now regularly collaborates with other artists on
interdisciplinary projects, most recently with choreographers Austin Selden and Derek Crescenti,
theatre directors Jim Manganello and Kacie Smith, and singer-songwriter Steven Lamphear. His
goal with such projects is to foster a spirit of creativity and innovation that extends beyond the
ambition of a single creator.

As a performer, Marc has played guitar and mandolin in a variety of settings, from musical theatre
and the classical concert stage to jazz clubs and coffee shops. He also occasionally conducts his own
music.

Marc studied composition with Bright Sheng, Erik Santos, Michael Angell, and Ronald Clemmons.
He is currently completing commissions and collaborative projects as a freelance composer.

—December 2012



COMPOSER'S NOTE

I compose because music is the most potent way I know to express thoughts and feelings that
transcend rationality. Signal fo Noise was written, in part, to express such thoughts and feelings
surrounding a number of major changes in my life over the past two years. It is a snapshot of my
busy mind in this moment, as I push toward mental calm and spiritual growth, a state Buddhists call
“no mind.”

The piece consists of two primary background materials. An 18-note cyclic melody forms the
backbone of the piece, repeating in various guises 11 times; integrated into the cyclic material is a
24-syllable mantra that, in its first appearance in the brass instruments, comprises all 18 notes of the
cyclic melody. As the mantra repeats insistently throughout the piece, it sheds notes one at a time,
until it consists of a single note, played by the cello at the end. The mantra is based on the first three
lines of T'S. Eliot’s haunting and gorgeous poem, “Ash-Wednesday;”

Because I do not hope to turn again
Because I do not hope
Because I do not hope to turn

Thus, the music progresses from complexity to simplicity while never losing the importance of its
cyclic nature.
—Marc LeMay



INSTRUMENTATION

Flute (Piccolo)
Clarinet in BP

Tenor Saxophone
Bassoon

Hom in F
Trumpet in Bb
Trombone

Percussion (2 Players)

1. Large Triangle, 2 Bongos (small and large), 2 Ship Bells (small and large), 5
Wooden Temple Blocks, Tam-Tam, Glockenspiel
2. 2 Chinese Opera Gongs (high and low), Bass Drum, Vibraphone, Marimba (5-

octave)
Piano
Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola

Violoncello
Contrabass

Duration: 7.5 minutes

PERFORMANCE NOTES

All grace notes should be played on the beat to whatever extent possible. If some grace
notes fall just before the beat in some instruments, that is ok; the effect of a slight messiness
of rhythm in those moments is expected.
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