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Program Noftes

In 1799, Francisco Goya etched a series of eighty plates called Los Caprichos, advertised as a
“crificismm of human errors and vices.” The most famous of these plates, number 43, gives this
piece its title: “El sueno de |la razon produce monstruos,” or “The Sleep of Reason Breeds
Monsters.” The plate depicts the artist, asleep at his desk, beset by a swarm of owls and bats, as
a plainfive lynx looks on. The title of the plate is self-explanatory. It was a revelation of the Age
of Enlightenment that the ills of the world- its monsters, as it were- are caused not by the
sentient malignancies of myth, but rather by the ignorance and willful stupidities of man. This
succinct verity resonates today, perhaps with greater significance than ever.

While not programmatic, this tone poem for large orchestra is inspired by and reflective of
Goya's important art and idea. The poetry of Wallace Stevens and the art of Pablo Picasso
served as additional inspiration. It is scored in a single continuous movement, divided info seven
sections, described below.
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When the artist slips into slumber the monsters slide out. A tfeeming phalanx
of beasts and rogues, denizens of the night. The owls, their screeches and
howls like the wails of madmen railing against the light. Darkness befits its
friend.
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Bats and wings and superstitious things, flutter and twit a bit, bite through
the night air. Blind as a __, they echo locution.

lll. A Shrug at the MASSACTEe .......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciic et eceeeeeeeeenans 24

Bombs are made in dark, hollow rooms. A village awakes. The roué, on the
fence, slaking his thirst for revenge, shrugs and stares. Complaints will be
heard if you submit the proper documentation. Cleanup begins at the
crack of dawn.
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The eyes of the lynx, like light, those finy knives, pierce the darkness and
glimpse what's behind.

V. Laughterin the DArk ..ottt ieii ittt ieeteenteaneennsennns 52
A cackle occurs to the artist who sleeps. Rancor demurs to wan
nonchalance.

VI. Dance of the Macabre MIiCe ...ttt cneeeeenes 55
They built a statue to it, spilled marble for it, signed writs for it, dripped paint
for it. Only the mice know the truth. Mice are the only sincere creatures.

VII. Fruit of the Knowledge of Good and Evil ..........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. 72

Eve, you Prometheus of Eden. The beasts he named were his to bear, were
they not, my coquette, my sweete Let us slip through the back door and
chew fruit at will.

The Sleep of Reason Breeds Monsters was composed in 2007 in Birmingham, AL.



Instrumentation

Piccolo Non-pitched Percussion:*
2 Flutes Triangle
Alto Flute (G) Cymbals
3 Oboes Suspended Cymbal
Cor Anglais Tam-tam
Small Clarinet (EP) Anvil
2 Clarinets (BPb) 5 Temple Blocks
Bass Clarinet (BP) (=Cl. i1l in Bb) Tambourine
3 Bassoons Bongos
Confrabassoon Snare Drum

Bass Drum
4 Horns (F)

Trumpet in D (= Piccolo Tpt. in B)
3 Trumpets (C)

Pitched Percussion:*
Glockenspiel

2 Tenor Trombones Xylophone
Bass Trombone Vibraphone
Tuba Marimba
Chimes

5 Timpani (starting pitches): .

32" = F# Piano

0 G* Violins |

25,, =C Violins |l

23 - Violas

21" = G#

Cellos (at least 6)

Basses (at least 5, some with low C
extensions)

* A minimum of six percussionists will be required to perform all pitched and non-
pitched instruments, though a greater number could ease performance,
particularly at rehearsal 32. A separate performer will be needed for the piano part.
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A Shrug at the Massacre
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Brazen, brash, indignant, and insolent (J=530)
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31 Gathering chaos (maintain tempo)
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54 Hurrying; pressing forward, with occasional setbacks (.. = 175)
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