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Program Noftes

DURATION: 11"’

This work for electric cello, computer-generated soundfile, and video is the result
of the 2005-2006 Hultgren/University of Alabama at Birmingham Computer Music
Ensemble Commissioning Prize. Co-sponsor Craig Hultgren premiered and
recorded the ecello part, accompanied by the soundfile and video.

The Crab (center, Rick James) and his flock.

The video, conceived as a modern silent film, is an allegorical tale of the danger
of good ideas taken to their extreme conclusions. It features red hands, cars,
ideas, intrigue, white robes, cats, murder, gospel, frains, rebirth, and cereal. Live
performers were once a common sight at silent film houses, and this project
hopes to capture a bit of that lost spirit. The Crab premiered in 2006 as part of
the UAB Computer Music Ensemble’s Spring concert, and has since been
performed by Mr. Hultgren throughout Birmingham and in Bowling Green, Ohio,
and St. Louis, Missouri.

A still from the Crab video, along with its corresponding storyboard, drawn by Marc LeMay.

The video was shot entirely in Birmingham, using local talent. The two lead roles
are performed by Rick James and Beth Kitchin, two favorites of the Birmingham
theatre scene.



Performance Notes

The piece is written with a steady, consistent tempo of quarter note equals 120
throughout. Precise alignment with the soundfile is necessary in many places, as
seen in the graphic score to follow. The performer may wish to use a click frack
in one ear during performance for this reason.

Two effects pedals will need to be placed into the ecello’s signal chain: a delay
and an overdrive. Delay fime settings should reflect the 120 b.p.m. tempo, to
taste. The overdrive should create a tfube-style distortion, bright and crunchy in
tone rather than creamy and muddled, though again I'll leave the precise
settings to the discretion of the performer. Indications to turn effects on and off
are placed in boxed text in the score.

Special notation:
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— harmonics across the range indicated
tossesenn e gradual rhythmic crescendo within

the measure
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sul tasto ————> sul pont. tasto to ponticello
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typewriter clicks...
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